No matter who you are,
or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

GRACE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
128 East Baltimore Street
Greencastle, PA 17225

Pastor: Rev. Mark Ruzicka
Choir Director: Patty Stepler
Organist: Susan Alsip-Lawson
Ministers: All Those Present

Order of Worship for Sunday, November 30, 2025
First Sunday of Advent

Scriptures: Isaiah 2:1-5/ Romans 13:11-14 / Matthew 2:1-12

WE WELCOME GOD’S PRESENCE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Video: “Our Coming Savior: Herod” by the Skit Guys

MISSION STATEMENT
Leader: Welcome to Grace Church where we are God’s people.
All: United through Jesus Christ on a journey to grow, to share our faith and
serve others in the Greencastle area and the world.

PRELUDE MUSIC
Joy to the World
-Mason/Hayes and Gaspard

CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Joel 2:1)
Leader: Blow the trumpet in Zion;
All: sound the alarm on my holy hill.




Leader: Let all who live in the land tremble,
All: for the day of the Lord is coming.

Leader: It is close at hand.
All: Come, let us worship God.

*PRAISE SONG O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Verses 1-4)  #88
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Advent Candlelighting & Readings - Week 1: Hope

Reader: My kin in Christ, as we gather to light the first candle of the Advent wreath,
let us bring with us the companion of hope.
All: Living action.

Reader: What sounds could those loving actions make, friends? Perhaps it is the first birdsong
in the morning or dishes being washed at the evening community meal.

All: The ding of a text bearing good news or the ring of church bells calling us to come together.
Reader: What sights and scents might such actions have? Maybe ships carrying formula and lentils through
waters of violence; the smell of coffee shared on the protest line, or in a church basement.

All: Or a mountain bridge restored after the storm,
and the sweet earthy notes of a balsam tree by the fire.

Reader: This Advent season, let us be companions of hope.
(We now light the Candle of Hope)

All: Embodying our “yes” to God in what we do, what we sense, what we choose to pay attention to.

Reader: Accompanying despair, but not becoming it.
All: Living into our “Amen,” that it may be so here today and tomorrow. Amen.

*PRAISE SONG
Away in a Manger #115
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UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious God, I confess that I like to think of myself as an exemplary Christian. When I hear the story
of Christ’s birth, I identify with the shepherds in their enthusiasm or with the wise men in their devotion,
I fail to recognize all the times that I am more like King Herod. I assert my need for control at the
expense of others...and cling to the security of privilege, rather than standing up for the oppressed.

I uphold the status quo despite the harm it brings to the innocent.

Lord God, in Your mercy, forgive me.

Change my heart, so that I might change my ways, and grant me Your peace.

(a time of silent prayer)

WORDS OF ASSURANCE (based on Isaiah 40:1-2)
Leader: Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Your sins are pardoned.

The penalty is paid.

In Christ, we are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God.

WE READ GOD’S WORD TOGETHER
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION OF SCRIPTURE
SCRIPTURES
Isaiah 2:1-5 Please open to Old Testament, page 773

Romans 13:11-14  Please open to New Testament, pages 197-198

CHOIR ANTHEM
Celtic Advent Carol -David Angerman & Michael Barrett

Matthew 2:1-12  Please open to New Testament, page 2

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Leader: This is the Word of God for the People of God!
All: Thanks be to God!

SERMON

OPEN SHARING OF PRAYERS, CONCERNS, JOYS AND CELEBRATIONS



MOMENT OF SILENCE AND REFLECTION
PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER (Please Pray Together)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our debts
As we forgive our debtors
And lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil,

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever.

Amen.

WE GIVE BACK TO GOD

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Leader: What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise man, I would do my part.
Yet what I can, I give him, give him my heart.
Let us give our offerings to Christ’s Church this morning.

(Please sign the attendance pads found in the pews,
and pass the top sheet to be collected during offering.)

OFFERTORY MUSIC
Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine -German carol/Martin

*WE SING A SONG OF THANKSGIVING TO GOD (Please Sing Together)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.
Amen.




*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING
O Mighty One, You have done and are doing great things for us,
and holy is Your name.
Bless all we offer you—ourselves, our time, and our possessions—
that through us Your grace and favor may be made known to all the world,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen.

WE GO OUT CARRYING GOD’S LOVE

BENEDICTION (based on 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13)

Leader: May the Lord make you increase and abound in love
for one another and for all.
And may the Lord so strengthen your hearts in holiness
that you may be blameless before our God and Father
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

*PRAISE SONG
Watchman, Tell Us of the Night ~ #97
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POSTLUDE MUSIC
(Please remain seated to listen to the postlude)
The Snow Lay on the Ground
-Anglo-Irish carol/Denton
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Copyright 2025-2026 Skit Guys, permission granted to watch and download videos for sermon illustrations,
announcements, and teaching for use in church, small groups, or events. All rights reserved.

Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal. Copyright 2025-2026, CCLI License #2992794. Permissions granted
to reproduce or adapt praise songs for use in service or church education. All publishing rights reserved.

Copyright 2025-2026, CCLI Streaming License #21816597. Permissions granted to project, live-stream or
upload recordings of worship service , including the music, to website or social media channels for archived
or limited distribution to those unable to attend in person. All rights reserved.

Prayers adapted from The Worship Sourcebook © 2004, Faith Alive Christian Resources.

“Prayer of Confession” from Season’s Greetings: Christmas Letters From Those Who Were There by Ruth L
Boling ,Copyright 2024, Upper Room Books.
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Contributions Received Week of 11/23
Regular Offering: $1064
Loose Change Offering: $55
Regular Offering Received by Mail: $425

Sunday Worship Attendance on 11/23
In-House: 44 / Online: 4

THE REVEREND RALPH S. GEIMAN, PASTOR, 1967-1995
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GRACE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
128 E. Baltimore Street — PO Box 448 — Greencastle, PA 17225
Pastor: Rev. Mark Ruzicka: (717) 504-2923 — markruzicka3349@gmail.com
Church Office: (717) 597-2983 & gucc128@outlook.com
Website: www.graceuccgreencastle.com

YouTube Channel: Greencastle Grace UCC
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/GraceChurchGreencastle/

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 30, 2025

Greeters/Ushers: Lu Miller & Carolyn Shoemaker
Scripture Reader: Nancy Myers
Advent Reader: Lu Miller
Advent Candlelighter: Steve Miller
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Grace Snyder Circle is meeting on Monday, December 8", at 1pm. Everyone is welcome to join them.

Chancel Choir rehearsals are held on Wednesday Evenings, at 7:15pm in the sanctuary. Please contact
Patty with any questions.

Church Bulletin Board — Please check the bulletin board weekly for updated information about
upcoming events, fundraisers, community news and more! Also check out our Welcome Board with
pictures of our members during various events.

Grace's Free Closet is open during the week on Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:30am to 12:30pm.
For those who are unable to visit during the week, they are now open twice a month on Saturdays.
They will be open on the 2" and 4™ Saturday each month from 11:30am to 2:30pm. They accept clean,
smoke-free clothing during their open hours. Contact Nancy Myers with any questions or if you would
like to volunteer with them.

Year End Committee Reports need submitted to the church office by December 15th.

Lunch Bunch is meeting on Tuesday, December 30th, 11:30am, at Vinnies on 11, 5210 Molly Pitcher
Hwy., Chambersburg.

Men'’s Breakfast & Fellowship is being held on Saturday, December 6%, at 9am, at the Velvet Café in
Waynesboro.




First Saturday Free Meal will be held on Saturday, December 6%, from 11-1pm, in our social hall. They
plan on having turkey and waffles with a dessert. Everyone invited!

We are invited to join the Harbaugh Christmas Celebration on Saturday, December 6", at 3pm. This
community event is supported by the Waynesboro Historical Society and the Church of the Apostles
(UCC) and is being held inside the beautiful and historic Harbaugh Church, located at 14223 Harbaugh
Church Road in Waynesboro. Flyer is posted on our church bulletin board. Call the Church of the
Apostles at 717-762-4113 with any questions.

Christmas Cantata is being held on Sunday, December 7! The choir has been practicing for this
performance. Invite family and friends to join us!

Special Music will be performed by Cumberland Valley School of Music on Sunday, December 14,
This music is in honor of Ethel Fisher sponsored by Jean Oliver & Earl Bodes.

New Member Sunday — New members will be joining on Sunday, December 14", with refreshments
and fellowship following service.

Activities & Fundraising Committee is meeting on Tuesday, December 2", at 7pm, in the small
meeting room.

Newsletter Deadline is approaching. Please submit any photos, articles, events or activities that you
would like included in the January/February 2026 issue of Grace Notes by Thursday, December 4.

Our Angel Tree is located in the central hallway. If you wish to assist a family in need by helping to
provide Christmas gifts for children, please select an Angel from the tree and record your name next to
the corresponding Angel number on the list provided near the tree; this allows us to accurately keep
track of the angels. Gifts may be either wrapped or presented in decorative gift bags, but kindly ensure
the Angel is securely attached to the package. You may return your gift on Sunday or deliver it to the
church office during regular hours; we will then place it beneath the tree. Nancy Myers will notify us
regarding the final deadline for gift returns. We thank you for helping the children in this community
to have a brighter Christmas!

Blessing Baskets have been placed on the front steps of the church for those in need. Those wishing
to help support this ministry are invited to contribute to the collection tubs. We are accepting donations
of non-perishable food items (such as dried goods and canned goods) as well as personal care products.
For those who prefer to make a monetary donation, please see Marg Stouffer or drop off at the church
office during week, and we will purchase items for the baskets. The sign outside provides the following
instructions: "Please take what you need....... Give what you can." We appreciate your support of this
community outreach program!

Social Seniors is being held on Wednesday, December 10", 2pm, at the Trinity UCC in Waynesboro
with a Christmas party.

Consistory & Committee Reports for the month of November need submitted to the church office by
Monday, December 15%,

Board Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 21, at 8am, in the small meeting room.

Poinsettia Dedications — The poinsettias that were ordered will be displayed in the sanctuary during
our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service on December 24™. You can collect your flowers following the
service or reach out to the church office if you need to arrange a different pickup time.




Apple Dumpling Fundraiser was highly successful. We sincerely appreciate everyone's assistance.
After calculating purchases and expenses, our net profit is $1286. We thank everyone for supporting
our ministries.

December Birthday Celebrants: \We extend our best wishes for a happy birthday to Melissa King, Tina
Thomas, Onnie Shoemaker, Ron Shafer & Tim Bryan.

Refreshments & Fellowship is being held on Sunday, November 14th, following worship service in our
social hall.

Sunday Volunteers — The January sign-up sheet for greeters/ushers, readers and communion servers
is now available on the front welcome table. Please start helping to fill up the spots. If anyone new
would like to volunteer, please contact church office for further information.

We invite you to join The Penn State Mont Alto Chorale, under the direction of Patricia Stepler, in
December. They are presenting their Holiday Concert on Sunday, December 7th, 7pm at the
Greencastle Presbyterian Church, followed by a complimentary treat from Penn State Berkey Creamery
Ice Cream. The same concert will also be presented on Tuesday, December 9", 7pm, at Emmanuel
Chapel at Penn State Mont Alto. They will be performing a variety of holiday music for all to enjoy! It's
a great way to begin the Advent season!

Greencastle Heritage Christmas takes place on December 5th and 12th in the evening. Extra event
brochures are available at the welcome table in the vestibule and in the elevator area.

Worship Volunteers for the Second Sundavy of Advent
Sunday, December 7, 9:30am service:

Greeters/Ushers: Ron Shafer & Nancy Myers
Communion Servers: Ron Shafer & Nancy Myers
Scripture Reader: Tim Bryan
Advent Reader: Nancy Myers
Advent Candlelighter: Carolyn Shoemaker




